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PreLeasing � Fall 2014PreLeasing � Fall 2014
www.ReserveStinson.com

730 Stinson St  |  Norman, OK 73072  |  405.310.6000
C/ReserveOnStinson M@ReserveStinson     ReserveOnStinson

FULLY FURNISHED
2, 3 & 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS2, 3 & 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Take a tour today to reserve your spot!

Newly Remodeled!
Winter Hours: Mon-Sat 11 - 5

323 W. Boyd | 405.321.1772 | antiquegardenstyle.com

Come see LOLA! 

Our newest & 

cutest employee!

580-421-5076
350 Lawton Avenue
Sulphur, OK 73086

- Perfect for a honeymoon, an anniversary, or an ultimate romantic destination -

- Gift certificates available for the person who needs nothing but a stay at Echo Canyon -

Longest Happy Hour in Town!
Everyday 4-9 PM
$6 Domestic Pitchers
$8 Domestic Buckets
$8 Boulevard Pitchers all the time!

$2 Lion’s Head
$4.50 Jack & Coke

 Large 1-topping 
16” pizza

Mon & Tues $10
Campus Corner | 217 W Boyd | 405.360.1515 | nypizzausa.com

WE’RE OPEN UNTIL 3 AM
THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY
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ON THE CORNER
Boyd Street magazine is all about celebrating spring break! Not only do we have a 
glorious nine days of vacation where you can go wherever you want, but there’s also 
Saint Patrick’s Day! Saint Patty’s is glorious because you can drink as much beer as you 
want and not be judged by your friends (and if your friends judge you, remove them from 
your life because you don’t need that kind of negativity). 

So check out page 10 for the 4-1-1 on Saint Patrick’s Day and page 14 for all the 
information you need to plan Spring Break! Other great articles are Chase’s tech attack, 
Alexis’ romance article, and Chrome Pony’s music article. 

Happy reading!
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Mine is larger than yours...

ON THE CORNER
It’s all about the luck o’ the Irish for Tyler 
as he describes the fantastic celebration 
of Saint Patrick’s Day at O’Connell’s, 
including fun games, live music and lots 
of green beer!

10

MuSIC
The Early Beat Shapeshifter record uses 
a little ol’ fashioned rock and roll and 
mashes it up against some innovative 
tunes. And then it has some other instant 
classics. Check it out.

12

ROMANCE
There’s loving your mom and loving 
your significant other, but there’s also 
an invaluable love that should serve as 
a basis for your life: the love you have 
for yourself. Here’s why you should 
ditch the self-hate and stop comparing 
yourself to magazine images. 

8

TECH ATTACK
Turn-based RPGs, or role-playing games, 
are a-changing lately. According to 
Chase, this can be a very good thing -- at 
least it is for Bravely Default from Square 
Enix. Also, don’t forget to read Chase’s 
review of Titanfall!

6

fEATuRE
Spring break doesn’t always have to be 
redundant -- check out Jordan’s fantastic 
vacation ideas ranging from skiing down 
the snowy Colorado mountains, visiting the 
beautiful Eureka Springs, hitting the sandy 
beaches of South Padre, TX, and Panama 
City, FL, or even sticking close to home.

14
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Old dogs, New Tricks
Square Enix has released numerous 
Final Fantasy games. While some 
titles offer a little variety (read: Final 
Fantasy Tactics), the core games in 
the series – those followed by an ever-
increasing numerical value – haven’t 
really changed much. 

Some games in the series have tried 
new things, like more active battle 
systems in Final Fantasy XII and the 
paradigm system Final Fantasy XIII.

That’s changed with Bravely Default, 
which is Final Fantasy in everything 
but name only. This game has 
characters with Amensia, farm boys-
turned-soldiers, and magical crystals 
that hold the world together. The name is different, but all the lovable (or despicable) 
Japanese role-playing game tropes are on full display.

However, the story of Bravely Default is the only thing that’s close to Final Fantasy. Like 
Nintendo with Legend of Zelda: A Link Between Worlds, Square Enix has dropped the 
change hammer on their turn-based RPGs, and it is all for the better.

Bravely Default is named after its battle system. Each character – of the four – can choose 
Brave or Default. Brave means striking, attacking and using items, and it consumes a brave 
point, which are restored at the end of each turn. Default means the character enters a 
defensive stance and doesn’t spend a brave point, thus banking a brave point for the future. 
A character with built-up points can attack multiple times a turn without penalty. 

However, characters can go into debt with their brave points, spending up to four turns at 
once. The tradeoff is that characters with negative brave points can’t act. 

The true strategy of the game is balancing your team’s brave points based on the enemies 
you are facing. A really strong enemy? Default and take less damage while you build 
your power. A bunch of weak enemies? No problem, spend everyone’s turns early to burn 
through the enemy field. Be careful though – miscalculating an all-out assault could put your 
team at risk for multiple turns.

Unlike other Final Fantasy games, Bravely Default allows players to customize their 
experience. Want to grind up quickly? Double the encounter rate of enemies. Need to get 
back to town quickly? Turn the encounters off completely and move back to town. Players 
also can speed up combat while leveling up their characters and jobs – the abilities that 
determine your character’s powers – much quicker in previous games.

These big changes and customization options lead to a much more entertaining experience, 
especially on a handheld.

This trend of revamping these old experiences has proven to pay off for a lot of companies. 
Firaxis brought back the turn-based squad shooter with X-Com: Enemy Unknown. And 
Nintendo and Square Enix have revamped their core franchises in Final Fantasy and The 
Legend of Zelda. 

As we’ve gotten older, and games have become a more established medium, the way that 
we play and interact with them changes. It is comforting to see the big developers use this 
knowledge to change the games with us, and not only do the games feature options that 
respect our time – like doubling encounter rate in RPGs – but it also improves the overall 
experience playing the game. 

Now if only Nintendo could only fix Kirby.

Chase CookTech Attack

The game isn’t officially out yet, but Titanfall 
is lighting up the sky with dropped titans and 
soaring pilots as gamers gain access to the 
beta.

People were concerned about the number of 
players in a match – only six on each team 
– but no worries. This first-person shooter 
has more action in it than a long game of 
Battlefield 4. 

Each player’s pilot is incredibly mobile, 
scaling up walls and cliffs with ease thanks 
to double jumps and wall running. Combat is 
fast and frantic as players mow through other 
players and AI controlled grunts to build up 
points and activate their Titan. 

And then real fun begins.

Once a Titan drops, players can jump inside, 
have it follow you and put it in guard mode. 
The Titan is a large robot that is harder to 
take down, fires rockets and fundamentally 
changes the gaming experience as you dash 
and launch rocket salvos at other players. 

The game is a blast, and the beta is already 
over, but Titanfall is shaping up to be the 
premiere multiplayer experience on the PC 
and Xbox One when it is released on March 
11. Also, it is made by the guys who pioneered 
Call of Duty with the initial Modern Warfare 
game. They know what they are doing.

Titanfall Beta

 

1600 Ann Branden Blvd
Norman, OK 73071

405.447.1000

Take a tour today and
 mention you saw us in

Boyd Street!

Like us on Facebook - 
The Renaissance At Norman

www.livebyou.com

- 1,2, & 3 Bedroom Apartment Homes
- Full-Size Washer/Dryer Connections
- Enclosed Balconies/Garden Patios
- Resort Style Pools with Sundeck
- Private Access Gates
- Individual Attached/Detached Garages Available
- Pet Friendly
- On-line Rental Payment

Monday - Friday 8:00 am-5:30 pm || 405.321.8856
1215 S.W. 24th || Norman, OK 73072

Specializing in Domestic, Asian & German auto repair, we can assist with all your service needs!
In business for 30 years, we are Norman’s AAA approved auto repair shop.

Serving Norman and the Oklahoma City metropolitan community.
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On the Scene
O’Connell’s - EWeekO’Connell’s - EWeek

O’Connell’s - EWeek O’Connell’s - EWeek louie’s

fuzzy’s
It might have been food poisoning, or a tummy bug, or a curse. She didn’t know the culprit, 
and she didn’t explain the beginning of the episode, but she told us how it all ended. With 
a bad case of bubble stomach, this girl we shall not mention found herself at a stoplight on 
a busy street in Oklahoma City. She had been speeding with only two blocks left until her 
home when a red light sealed her fate. It lasted too long, and she lost all control right there 
in the driver’s seat. 

“It was terrible. I just can’t tell you how humiliated I am.” She almost cried.  

“It’s okay,” I said, giving her that sympathetic and gentle smile saved for friends who have 
just done something so cringe-worthy you feel embarrassed for them. My facial expression 
was meant to convey the notion that we’ve all been there, because we have. Maybe we all 
haven’t lost control of our bowels in a car, but we’ve all come close, and if you haven’t yet, 
you will. It’s part of life. Every human has a “and then I just couldn’t hold it” story, or “it just 
came out of nowhere” tale.  

“So what did you do?”     
my other friend asked, glancing nervously 
between brown britches and me.  

“Well, I had to drive home and get 
cleaned up. It wasn’t as bad as 
I thought, but nonetheless, it was there. 
I deep cleaned my seats and burned 
my brand new Citizens of Humanity 
skinny jeans, and the whole time I was scrubbing, I 
couldn’t quit being appalled and astounded that it REALLY happened. 
I mean, that kind of stuff doesn’t happen to me,” Gurgle Tummy responded, flipping 
her Pantene commercial hair back over her shoulder.

And that kind of stuff definitely does not happen to her. This is Miss America we’re talking 
about. This is never-chipped-manicure matched to shiny lip gloss—her runway clothes 
flawlessly ironed while she volunteers, studies, works and saves the world. The cherry on 
top is that she’s engaged to the kind of guy every girl wants: a hot, successful, kind, funny, 
honest and head-over-heels crazy about her man.  

She is the kind of girl whose traits would usually warrant a mixture of disgust and jealousy, but she’s so freakin’ nice you can’t help but 
love her. She’s simply a great person who has no idea how magnetic she is, hence what made this story quite funny and sad at the same 
time. 

                     “When Corey got home, I almost told him, but I stopped,”  
she said, finishing her tale with her head bowed in shame.

“WHAT! DO NOT TELL HIM!” My other friend shouted.

“NO! Do not!” I backed her up.

And she didn’t tell him. Miss America kept her secret and 
might forever.  

Why hide stories like these from your 
man? Do it, because that’s what 
girlfriends are for. Sure, you’re human. Yes, accidents 
will happen, and they are natural, but unless he 
witnesses your human oopsies, he doesn’t need 
details. Trust me,

  he doesn’t want to know. He may find it hilarious, 
 but he can watch an episode of Modern Family 
  for a good laugh. Some secrets are better taken 
    to the grave. Save the doozies for girls’ night.

Alexis Auckland

The Good Secret

Romance
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$2 Wells
Pizza, Burgers, 
and More!

Campus Corner

On the Scene
louie’slouie’s

O’Connell’s - EWeek louie’s O’Connell’s - EWeek

O’Connell’s - EWeek
Saint Patrick’s Day

“Gallons of green fun!” said Jeff Stewart, owner and manager of O’Connell’s Pub and Grille in Norman. “That’s what St. 
Patty’s Day is all about.”

We were seated in a booth under a Rufnek rifle encased in a glass box. Painted on the crimson barrel in cream lettering was 
the phrase “up yours”— somewhat indicative of the ruckus-filled atmosphere that breaks loose here every 17th of March.

Each year O’Connell’s goes through approximately 250 dozen 
green eggs and 3,000 gallons of green beer. Their love for St. 
Patty’s Day is something to behold. This year will be the local 
establishment’s 46th Annual Green Day Celebration.

Activities are to be spread out over three different areas: inside 
the pub and grille, outside on the back patio and spilling out 
into the parking lot. With a holiday centered around jolly times 
and general merriment, you need to pregame accordingly. So 
this year they’ll be kicking off the festivities on Thursday, March 
13 at 8 p.m. with St. Practice Day, your first chance to grab a 
souvenir mug, t-shirt or shot glass. There’s nothing like loosening 
up the ol’ gut with a few green beers before the big dance, and 
St. Practice Day affords you, oh beer-chugging consumer, with 
that opportunity. Check out the live band, free face-painting 
and green beer on Thursday and upgrade your pregame skills 
to expert.

On St. Patty’s Day, Monday, March 17, O’Connell’s has a full day of activities lined up. Inside 
the pub and grille will be green eggs and ham, served up starting at 7 a.m. There will also be 
live music on the back patio, featuring eight acts, starting with the bagpipe players at noon. 
Included in this year’s lineup is the Oklahoma group Laura Leighe, a man/woman rock/pop duo, 
more akin to Phantogram than The White Stripes with their songs centering on a “combination 
of keys player Laura Leighe Stockton’s sweet and soulful vocals and drummer Zach Dumbleton’s 
complex and mesmerizing retro-punk playing style” (according to their official site). Also featured 
will be Aqualux, a project spearheaded by DJ and 
music producer Adam Chamberlain, who has been 
collaborating with Laura Leighe as of late. Get your 
groove on to the DJ or belt it out with some karaoke. 
Whatever your form of lettin’ loose, O’Connell’s has 
got you covered. 

If you’re looking for St. Patty’s Day fun on the opposite 
side of town, check out Pub W, nestled in the heart of 
the Brookhaven Village at 3720 W. Robinson, which 
boasts 24 beers on tap and 50 bottled selections, as 
well as GIANT TVs, a pool table and juke box. I’d 
suggest the sweet potato fries and pretzel burger. 

For the beer connoisseur, stop by The Abner Ale House 
at 121 E. Main, where you can sample from over 
200 beers from around the globe and grab a bite of 
Irish fare. Wash down your fish and chips with some 
Guinness for an authentic flare to your St. Patty’s Day 
at the McNellie’s pub. 

Tyler WorshamOn the Corner



12

EARlyBEAT1.BANDCAMP.COM

Rock and Roll is alive and well. He just fell asleep watching TV a while ago, but I’m 
sure he’ll wake up any time now. I don’t see the point in waking him up, though. Let 
him get some rest while he can; he’s beat dead. We all need as much rest as we can 
get. It’s war all the time out there, whichever way you slice it, and Rock and Roll has 
been partying really hard all the time lately. He’s not looking too good these days. 
What Rock and Roll needs is to just take it easy for a while and get his [expletive] 
together. Don’t get me wrong: I’m not judging him. It’s his life. We’re all just doing 
what we’ve got to do to get through the day, and it’s getting tougher all the time. The 
weather is getting tougher. It’s a tough economy. It’s tough hanging on to a dream. In 
fact, if you asked me, I bet Rock and Roll is dreaming right now. He’s deep in a dream. 
I bet he’s deep down a rabbit hole, trying to sort it all out. You can’t interrupt someone 
having a dream like that, it just isn’t right. And besides, he’s been pedal to the metal 
lately. Everybody knows that. We’ve all seen him out. Not that I’m judging him. You 
won’t get any judgment from me. It’s not my place. But you can’t deny that he has to be 
pretty tired. You can see it on his face.

Last week, at a party at Bret’s, I went into Alex’s room for my coat. He was 
standing in the dark and I almost ran into him. The light from the door was on his 
face and he really slowly looked up at me and said, “I’m trying to work something 
out in my head.” So I backed out of the room and closed the door. A little while 
later he was back hanging out with us and he didn’t say anything, so I assume he 
got that thing worked out in his head, which I’m sure felt great. 

Now the truth is, if I’m being honest (and I don’t know why I shouldn’t be), the 
story I just told you isn’t entirely true. I didn’t actually see Rock and Roll standing 
in the room in the dark. My friend did, though. It was my friend’s story, but I firmly 
believe that it’s told better in the first person. The point is that Rock and Roll is beat. 
I heard he’s been pulling all-nighters all week. So let’s not wake him up, let him 
keep sleeping for a while. Look at how cozy he looks. You can’t wake that up. 
He’s having a deep dream. He’s got his Breathe Right strip on. That’s comfort right 
there. He kind of looks like an angel. Doesn’t everybody look like an angel when 
they’re sleeping? Well no, yeah, a dirty angel, but dirty angels are some of the 
most charming of the angels. 

Let’s let him sleep for a little while. Leave the TV on, he likes it that way. He’ll 
probably put another movie on when this one’s over and fall right back to 
sleep. Have you heard the Early Beat Shapeshifter record yet? There’s this 
tune called “Heard About It” and the chorus just goes over and over, “Don’t 
Let It Get You Down.” It’s 
really good; I like it a lot. 
And then the longest track 
on the record is called 
“Gloria” and it’s just over 
four minutes. Halfway 
through the song it goes 
into this Rock and Roll-
bang-out thing and does 
that the rest of the song, 
and you don’t want it to 

stop. It’s really great. And any record with a track called “Live How You 
Want To Live” is an automatic classic. Come out to my car. I’ll show you. 
I got it off their Bandcamp. I know I’m late to the party but I want to talk 
about it now.

EARlyBEAT1.BANDCAMP.COM

DON’T LET IT GET YOU DOWN
EARLY BEAT – SHAPESHIFTER
Shifting shapes and searching for common minds

Chrome PonyMusic On the Scene
fuzzy’sO’Connell’s - EWeek

Chimy’s O’Connell’s - EWeek louie’s

louie’s
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Spring Break Near and Far

That glorious week in March is almost upon us. Shake 
off the cold doldrums of winter and get ready for a 
Spring Break you won’t forget. If you haven’t already 
made plans, don’t worry! We’ve got a handy list that 
guarantees fun for any budget. Keep reading to discover 
some of Oklahoma’s hidden gems, as well as getaways 
that will take you out of the Sooner State. Remember, 
the University of Oklahoma & Norman Public Schools 
spring break is March 15-23. 

Marvelous Mountains

If you’re missing the beautiful, snowy scenes from the 
2014 Winter Olympics, then a ski vacation could be 
just the thing you need. Snowmass Village, located near 
Aspen, Colorado, offers top-notch skiing on some of the 
state’s most notable mountain peaks. Whether you’re a 
beginner or a hardened veteran, this area has slopes for 
everyone. Trip advisor rates the area 4.5 out of 5 stars, 
with users touting the good terrain, diverse trails and 
facilities. Once you’re checked in, you’ll never have to 
leave this quaint mountain town because everything you 
need is right at your door! Ski straight from the hotel to 
the slopes, then head to a restaurant. There are places 
to store your skis everywhere you go, so you won’t have 
to worry about lugging them around. It’s easy to find a 
room that’s perfect for you with rates starting around 
$125 per night using airbnb.com, a website that 
connects travelers with accommodations ranging from 
a room for rent to a fully stocked house. 

If you’d like a mountain getaway but aren’t sold on the 
idea of skiing for a week, head to Denver. Colorado’s 
capital city has something for everyone and is also 
extremely walk-able. In fact, downtown Denver has 
been ranked the fourth most walk-able downtown in the 

nation, which means you save money on transportation! 

Visit Denver, the city’s official travel & visitors’ bureau, 
splits the city’s must-see attractions into three categories: 
Downtown Denver, City Park and Cherry Creek. In the 
downtown area, top attractions include the world-class 
Denver Art Museum, 16th Street Pedestrian Mall and 
LoDo Historic District where you can grab a drink at 
one of 90 brewpubs. City Park boasts both the Denver 
Museum of Nature & Science and the Denver Zoo, while 
the tree-shaded neighborhood of Cherry Creek is home 
to a huge shopping district and the Denver Botanical 
Gardens.  

Beautiful Beaches

If you’re looking for the classic college spring break 
beach scene, check out South Padre Island. Located 
right on the tip of South Texas on the Gulf of Mexico, 
this resort island offers white sandy beaches, tons of sun 
and nonstop parties during spring break. South Padre 
Island is an 11-hour drive from Norman, or for around 
$700 (depending on your exact dates) you can hop on 
a flight from Oklahoma City to Harlingten, Texas (the 
closest airport to South Padre Island). 

Assuming getting a passport isn’t on your to-do list and 
you’d prefer a low-key beach vacation, you still have 
a few choices. Most college students are looking for 
easy access to beaches and plentiful bars, so look to the 
smaller beaches like those found on private islands. Little 
Palm Island, Florida, for example, is only accessible by 
boat or seaplane, so you won’t have nearly the crowds 
that you will at, say, Panama City Beach, Florida. 
However, expect to pay quite a bit more for that peace 
and quiet.

Jordan Atteburyfeature

Euphoric Eureka

Eureka Springs, Arkansas, may not be the first place 
you’d think of for a spring break vacation, but it has so 
much to offer that it’s worth checking out. For starters, 
Eureka Springs has taken lodging to the next level with 
the option to stay in a tree-house cottage. The Original 
Treehouse Cottages are built anywhere from 22-26 feet 
in the air, so you’ll enjoy a bird’s-eye view of a pine 
forest located just minutes from the bustling downtown 
area. Another fun place to stay is at Eureka Springs 
Treehouses, Caves, Castles & Hobbits. Just as the name 
implies, guests have the chance to stay in the treetops, 
in a hobbit cave or in a castle complete with a secret 
passage that leads to a Jacuzzi for two. 

While you’re in Eureka Springs take the chance to visit 
a bathhouse or spa. The Palace Hotel & Bath House is 
the only Victorian-era bathhouse still in operation where 
you can enjoy luxurious spa services and a soak in 
the whirlpool mineral bath. The Glass Cathedral, also 
known as the Thorncrown Chapel, is also a unique 
place to see on your visit, whether you choose to sit in 
on a service or just appreciate the architecture.

Near to Norman

If your bank account is on the slim side, there’s nothing 
wrong with staying close to home. In fact, Oklahoma has 
such a diverse landscape that you can go from cypress 
swamps to sand dunes in just a few hours. If extreme 
adventure is your game, then head northwest to Little 
Sahara State Park in Waynoka, where you can rent an 
ATV and race across 1,600 acres of sand dunes. Using 
airbnb.com, you can rent an entire home for $150 per 
night, so take a few friends and split the bill!

Southwest Oklahoma is home to the Wichita Mountain 
Wildlife Refuge and Medicine Park. At the refuge 
you’ll have the chance to get up close and personal 
with the noble American bison while you hike through 
the refuge’s many trail systems. Truck it up to the top of 
Mount Scott and you can see for miles. Medicine Park 
is a quaint cobblestone community that was once used 
as a resort town for America’s rich and famous. These 
days you’ll find small town charm in the gallery and 
store-lined streets. A creek runs through the middle of the 
town, where you can dip your feet in and relax.

Of course, if you want to stay really close to home 
just head north to Oklahoma City. Grab a bite to eat 
in Bricktown, stroll through the National Cowboy & 
Western Heritage Museum or experience year-round 
summer at the Myriad Gardens. 

Hopefully these ideas will inspire you to have the most 
memorable spring break yet! 
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