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*Images are representational only and may
not be the exact designs given away*

TOUR & WIN!

*No purchase necessary, contest ends
3/31/14 at 8:30 pm CST. See leasing 
o�ce for more details.

SIGN A LEASE DURING OUR 
OPEN HOUSE AND WE’LL 

WAIVE YOUR APP & 
SERVICE FEES!  

A SAVINGS OF $175! 
*Certain restrictions apply.

O�er ends 3/31/14 at 8:30 pm CST.

OPEN HOUSE
March 28� – March 30�

Tour The Reserve before March 31st and you’ll be entered to win either a...

FREE FOOD & DRINKS 
WILL BE PROVIDED!

ReserveStinson.com
730 Stinson Street  |  Norman, OK 730732  |  405.310.6000

Newly Remodeled!
Winter Hours: Mon-Sat 11 - 5

323 W. Boyd | 405.321.1772 | antiquegardenstyle.com

Come see LOLA! 

Our newest & 

cutest employee!

580-421-5076
350 Lawton Avenue
Sulphur, OK 73086

- Perfect for a honeymoon, an anniversary, or an ultimate romantic destination -

- Gift certificates available for the person who needs nothing but a stay at Echo Canyon -

Longest Happy Hour in Town!
Everyday 4-9 PM
$6 Domestic Pitchers
$8 Domestic Buckets
$8 Boulevard Pitchers all the time!

$2 Lion’s Head
$4.50 Jack & Coke

 Large 1-topping 
16” pizza

Mon & Tues $10
Campus Corner | 217 W Boyd | 405.360.1515 | nypizzausa.com

WE’RE OPEN UNTIL 3 AM
THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY
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ON THE CORNER
We have quite a bit of fresh content for you this issue! We are all about entertainment here 
at Boyd Street magazine, so we’ve got you covered on some spectacular upcoming events 
like the Medieval Fair and the OU Red/White spring football game! 

Also in this issue is Chase’s reflections on the difference between the games of yesteryear 
and today’s constantly updating game patches. Alexis gives her advice on the notorious 
“Couple’s First Trip,” and we’ve got Mel’s review on Kings County.

Enjoy this issue and have fun this upcoming month, whether you’re geeking it up at the 
Med Fair or rooting on OU at the spring game! Boomer! 
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DARE TO 
COMPARE...

DAS BOOT

THE OTHER GUYS

HAPPY HOUR
2pm-4pm &
9pm-12am
EVERY DAY

$4.00

OUNCES
34

OR

MusIC
Cheyenne has released a diverse three 
albums, and the final one begins with 
a song called “Bad Times (Get Better or 
Quit).” It’s enigmatic but familiar at the 
same time, as Mel explains.

10

ON THE CORNER
The ever-popular Medieval Fair is coming 
to Reaves Park this year on April 4 - 6!  
We tell all: what’s new, what’s old and 
what’s up.

12

ROMANCE
Going on a trip with your significant 
other is a big next step, similar to 
adopting an animal, moving in together, 
and all that fun stuff. Find out how it can 
make or break your relationship.

8

TECH ATTACK
When games have glitches that are 
promptly fixed and are generally 
constantly updated, that can only be a 
good thing ... right? Chase espouses a 
different opinion, an “old codger stance,” 
on that matter. Also: Check out his Diablo 
3 review.

6

FEATuRE
By now you’re probably frothing at the mouth 
for some OU football. Luckilly Saturday, April 
12 at 2 p.m. is when the OU Red/White 
spring game kicks off! In this issue Tyler gives 
us a glimpse at the newbies and what sorts of 
greatness we can anticipate.

14
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Fading Away
Back when I played games like Super Mario Bros. 3 and Popeye for the Nintendo 
Entertainment System, these games were static events. They play and look just like they did 
more than 20 years ago! That’s what makes returning to those games so nostalgic. Their 
memory is sealed in the amber, the cartridge of zeros and ones making up the jumps and 
enemies and levels. We can return to that time, not only remembering the game, but also 
remembering how we felt when we played them.

But the times are changing.

Now video games can be modified on the fly, and code changes and updates can be 
pumped out in patches that fundamentally change that game’s experience. Halo players 
will remember modifications to weapons that took the battle rifle from obscurity to celebrity 
status.

Dota 2 heroes go through changes all the time, their powers shifting monthly as coders 
fiddle with the knobs and levers attached to the heroes’ powers. One day they are on top 
of the world, the next they are an afterthought.

I lament these changes. I want to have something that I can go back to in 20 years to show 
my children what I enjoyed during my early adulthood (after their homework, of course).

What legacy are developers leaving behind them as video games become slaves to servers 
that are shut down after gamers move on? Want to go back and play Halo 2 as you 
remember with your friends? Don’t try to do it online, my friend. Those servers are gone.

There is some benefit to this. Diablo 3 recently underwent MAJOR changes. The new patch, 
effectively making the game version 2.0, changed how loot drops, almost every characters’ 
abilities were tweaked and monsters were modified. 

The result is a completely new experience that only resembles the original version because 
they didn’t change the art assets or the core gameplay of Diablo (hack monsters, collect 
loot).

But soon gamers will tire of those changes, developers will succumb to their whims and 
Diablo 3 will change again … and again.

When my children ask what I enjoyed when I was younger, I’ll tell them I liked writing. I’ll 
definitely tell them about Super Mario Bros. 3. But when I recall to them the pizza parties 
with friends, huddled around computers, playing Team Fortress 2 or Dota 2, those games 
might not exist anymore.

It is an old-codger stance I wasn’t sure I would ever take – I do enjoy updates that make 
games better – but every time I see servers getting shut down, it reads almost like a eulogy 
piece. And as games more and more require us to connect to the Internet and their servers, 
those obituaries will continue to make the news.

There are memories, sure, but we can never go back there.

Chase CookTech Attack

I played Diablo 3 avidly when it was released 
in 2012. I leveled up my Witch Doctor, 
collected all the loot I could find and enjoyed 
plenty of hours for my $60. Still, something 
was off. Players continue to play Diablo 2, 
a 14-year old game (that will likely have its 
servers shut off too) because of its addictive 
nature and challenge.

But in Diablo 3, that feeling wasn’t there. 
Finding loot was hard and not worth the 
time. The auction houses, where you could 
buy other players’ loot, were a faster, more 
efficient way to get goods.

The game ended up feeling more like working 
the stock market than working a monster with 
your spells and weapons.

Now with the new patch, 2.0, things are 
much better. The character classes have new, 
tweaked powers that make it fun to experiment 
with builds and powers. Monsters drop loot 
at a lower rate, but those items are almost 
always geared toward your character.

No more identifying legendary items that 
are only good for that Barbarian you never 
leveled up.

The game still has some problems. It can be 
repetitive by its hack-and-slash nature, and 
there are still issues with lag since every game 
must connect to Blizzard’s servers (another 
game that will likely be shut down in the next 
five to ten years).

Still, the sum of the parts makes for a fine hack-
and-slash and loot-all-that-you-can-find video 
game. If you haven’t played since launch, I’d 
go back. If you haven’t played at all, well, the 
dungeons are just fine now.

Review
Diablo 3 2.0 update

 

1600 Ann Branden Blvd
Norman, OK 73071

405.447.1000

Take a tour today and
 mention you saw us in

Boyd Street!

Like us on Facebook - 
The Renaissance At Norman

www.livebyou.com

- 1,2, & 3 Bedroom Apartment Homes
- Full-Size Washer/Dryer Connections
- Enclosed Balconies/Garden Patios
- Resort Style Pools with Sundeck
- Private Access Gates
- Individual Attached/Detached Garages Available
- Pet Friendly
- On-line Rental Payment

Monday - Friday 8:00 am-5:30 pm || 405.321.8856
1215 S.W. 24th || Norman, OK 73072

Specializing in Domestic, Asian & German auto repair, we can assist with all your service needs!
In business for 30 years, we are Norman’s AAA approved auto repair shop.

Serving Norman and the Oklahoma City metropolitan community.
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On the scene
O’Connell’sO’Connell’s

O’Connell’s O’Connell’s O’Connell’s

O’Connell’s
With summer on its way, there’s no doubt that couples across 
Oklahoma will be packing their bags for a well-deserved 
getaway. That means it’s that time of year when new couples 
may be taking a big step together called “our first trip.” There is 
nothing like a little travel to truly test the stuff any relationship is 
made of. 

I knew a married couple in their late 20s that took a two-month 
backpacking trip to London. Everything was gravy until one 
night, when they found themselves partying at a popular club. 
The story goes that while jamming to the DJ’s tunes, bobbing 
their heads and standing hand-in-hand, wifey got so overtaken 
by the music that she turned to the guy on the other side of 
her and started making out. I guess she really went for it too. 
She guided the random dude’s hand up her skirt. About a day 
later, hubby came back to the USA sans wife. He moved her 
belongings from their house to the their lawn where anybody 
could make them their own. Wifey had stayed behind in 
England, too afraid to face the music back home. When she 
did show up crying and apologetic, it wasn’t enough to stop 
shame-filled stares and the divorce papers.

On the other hand, I know another couple that took a two-month trip together into foreign lands. They were newlyweds 
in their early 30s, and they decided they wanted to take an elongated honeymoon through Southeast Asia, eventually 

making their way down to Australia for the tail end of their trip. They had 
such a good time together that they ended up applying for work visas. 
They still live there today. The horrible, hidden twist to this story is that 
there was an over/under bet with some major money involved based on 
how long they would last. 
Literally, piles of hundred 
dollar bills were secretly 
exchanged at the their 
going-away party. A lot of 
people wagered because 
they didn’t think these two 
should have gotten married 
in the first place. In the end, 

not only did their trip bind them, but some folks also believe it’s what 
kept them together. Now, they can’t be separated. 

Traveling can be great or stressful. Just watch an episode of The 
Amazing Race to get a small taste of a nomadic life shared with a loved 
one. But in saying that, you don’t have to leave American borders to use 
travel to find out more about the person you’ve paired yourself with. I 
think one of the biggest “couple exams” is the good old-fashioned road 
trip. If you want to see if you really dig someone, try being alone with 
him/her in a car on a flat, empty, scenery-less landscape for eight or 
more hours. That will separate the wheat from the chaff real quick. 

No matter where you are in in your relationship, remember it’s important 
to not only take time alone with each other at home, but to also go 
roaming into unfamiliar territory together. It’s a gamble, but if your 
vacation experience goes well, it can deepen or seal your bond, refresh 
the stale and can even breathe life back into the dead. 

Alexis Auckland

Travelling Will Tell

Romance
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It was something like 10 years ago that a group of guys with 
instruments started playing rock and roll together in Norman 
under the name Cheyenne. Somewhere in the span of that 
decade they released three records. 

From an October 15, 2013 press release announcing the 
launch of their third and final record, Kings County:

Here we are now crossing the finish line, all bloodied and 
wet and grinning. Cheyenne as it appears on this record is 
the polar opposite of what appeared on the first recordings, 
and I for one am proud of the growth. Whatever idea the 
band name Cheyenne encompassed, I feel like it has been 
seen through to its logical conclusion. What started out quiet 
and introspective has become confident and aggressive, 
and while some may like one version or the other, I prefer 
to look back on the last decade of Cheyenne releases as 
one long story. We hope you enjoy its conclusion.

The beginning of the end is a tune entitled “Bad Times (Get 
Better or Quit).” I think about this song a lot. I still don’t 
understand it, but I’m still trying to. 

vERsE ONE
Bad times are bakin’ on the Baptist concrete
She was shaking out sins all over my hot feet  
I’m living off the hips but I’m choking on the heat
Bad times are bakin’ on the Baptist concrete
There’s a catfish cooling where the caviar used to be
I’m trying to fast but they just give me more to eat
Get better or quit, get better or quit    
The bridge is out and we’re heading in   
Get better or quit, get better or quit    
When you hit the water’s when the road begins

I was born to a Methodist father and a Catholic mother, so 
maybe I’m missing something here, although I don’t seem 
to think so. The water and fish references make me think of 
evolution. She’s a dancer and he’s a gunslinger. The heat is 
on. Walking on the sidewalk is like walking on hot coals, and 
the church is paving the way. She’s getting free and he can’t 
digest any of it. The bridge is out, but that’s not stopping him. 
He’s moving forward. He’s just getting started. He’s evolving. 
The banner reads like this: Get Better or Quit. But what does 
any of this mean?

vERsE TWO
Bad times are bakin’ on the Baptist concrete   
It was wine all along and no one would take a drink 
She’s drunk on the water and the miracle’s stained her teeth 
Bad times are bakin’ on the Baptist concrete   
and it curls up ashamed under everyone’s feet 
The flowers in the crack say there’s something underneath
Get better or quit, get better or quit    
The bridge is out and we’re heading in   
Get better or quit, get better or quit   
When you hit the water’s when the road begins

She’s turning water into wine, a real miracle maker. He’s 
drawn to her. The bridge is out but he’s coming for her. The 
sidewalk cracks. Something lurks beneath and in between. 
He’s heading into the water. Something tells me she has 
something to do with the flowers in the crack. 

I still don’t know what any of this means, but it all makes a lot 
of sense to me. 

Kings County is available for purchase at beaujennings.
bandcamp.com

Get Better or Quit
The beginning of the end of a decade

Mel GuapoMusic On the scene
O’Connell’sO’Connell’s

O’Connell’s O’Connell’s O’Connell’s

O’Connell’s
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$2 Wells
Pizza, Burgers, 
and More!

Campus Corner

On the scene
O’Connell’sO’Connell’s

O’Connell’s O’Connell’s

O’Connell’s
Medieval Fair:
Always something to do and something new (but mostly old).
Do you like theater? Going out to eat? Shopping? The outdoors? Music? If you and your friends are arguing over how to spend your 
weekend, or if you and your significant other are looking for ways to jazz up your free time, then check out Norman’s Medieval Faire. It 
encompasses a little bit of everything, allowing guests to forget their current reality and immerse themselves in yesteryear. 

The 38th Annual Medieval Fair is at Reaves Park in Norman from April 4 - 6, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. This is one of the largest events of the year 
– so popular that there’s no more room for it to grow, requiring coordinators to refine their mission and become selective about what will 
be featured. 

But that doesn’t mean there won’t be new attractions. “There are more new artists than ever before thanks to the hard work of our Artisan 
Vendor Jury this year,” said Ann Marie Eckart, Medieval Fair coordinator. “One of the most interesting is Dry Bones Studios, which makes 
jewelry, sculptures, articulations and more out of – yes that’s right – bones.”

She added that there would be many new performers, including Didgeman, Cast In Bronze, Einini, Smee the Singing Executioner, The 
Unpronounceable Irish Band, and Bob the Incredible Juggler. Many more can be seen on the website. 

The Medieval Fair began almost 40 years ago because OU professors and grad students wanted to celebrate Shakespeare’s birthday on the 
South Oval. From there it moved to the Duck Pond, and then moved one final time to Reaves Park (which has the advantage of nearby Lloyd 
Noble parking). Today it’s a popular celebration to welcome spring and enjoy myriad entertainment options: sword combat, acrobatics, 
comedy, petting zoos, costume contests and, of course, jousting.

According to Eckart, “The most popular attractions are a close tie between the Joust, the Human Combat Chess Match and Barely Balanced. 
The Saltfork Blacksmith Artists are probably the most popular artisans with their fiery forges.  For food it is always a neck-in-neck tie between 
the root beer booth, McGilly Sasparilly and the turkey leg vendor, Brewer Entertainment.”

This is also a huge event for the staff. Volunteer Kristin Morgan became 
plugged into the Medieval Fair in 2010 through performing in the 
Arthurian Order of Avalon (AOA), which is dedicated to educating 
members and audiences alike in “Arthurian ideals, history and culture.” 
There she was part of the human chessboard (think Harry Potter). Now 
she is a squire for the New Riders, a joust company. 

“Our day starts pretty early. I help the other squires get the warhorses 
fed and groomed. When opening time draws near, we tack up the 
warhorses to get them ready for both the joust and the warhorse rides.”

Her favorite memory? “I remember a few years ago, I met a young man 
who had never been on a horse before. He told me during the ride that 
he’d probably never get another opportunity to be on a horse again.  It 
was amazing to see his smile at the end of the ride.  I very much hope 
he has had the opportunity to be on a horse again.”

That’s the beauty of the Medieval Fair: exposure to the distant, the 
different, the history of an era long passed and experiences you 
wouldn’t normally have. No matter what you decide to do, it promises 
something new.

For more information, http://www.medievalfair.org.

Ashley RoyOn the Corner
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2014 OU Spring Game

For the first time in recent memory, there won’t be a quarterback controversy entering the annual OU Spring Game 
on April 12. Not this year. No calls for Landry to be demoted, no pleas for the “Bell Dozer” to get more option 
plays and no reasoning why Kendal Thompson is the all-around best set of talent on the squad. No, there shan’t 
be QB questions this year.

Landry has landed in the NFL, Thompson has transferred to Utah and the Bell Dozer has been relegated to tight-
end duty. 

No, this year’s QB speculation will be how much more explosive Trevor Knight will be. Last year Knight proved 
himself by beating out Thompson and Bell for the remainder of games last season. But just because there won’t be 
widespread panic and confusion over the QB position doesn’t mean that there aren’t questions to be answered at 
other positions in this year’s Spring Game. 

This year, the talk and focus will be on the newest additions to the team and how well they can continue the success 
of last year, going 11-2 and winning their last two games over OSU and Alabama. The Sooners are returning six 
starters on offense and nine on defense but signed 26 players from 11 different states across the nation. The annual 
Spring Game presents a perfect opportunity to get a first glimpse at some of the newest talent on campus and see 
if they have what it takes to step right into playing time. 

Four newcomers have already arrived at school and are suiting up, like former Edmond Santa Fe QB Justice 
Hansen, who has been working out and wearing number four. Hansen is the son of Dusty Hansen, a former OU 
Baseball player who was on the Sooners’ last National Championship team in 1994 with Ryan and Damon Minor 
and Coach Larry Cochell. Since Kendal Thompson transferred, Cody Thomas, a redshirt freshman, is now the 
official backup to Trevor Knight, which creates somewhat of a problem in that Thomas is also playing for the OU 
baseball team. Not to mention the men’s baseball team will be hosting Texas on April 12 at 4 p.m. In any event, 
Hansen could see some minutes because of Thomas’s multisport responsibilities, and he will most likely get some 
action in the Spring Game.

Other key pieces on the offense also enrolled early in 2014 are Isaac Ijalana and Dimitri Flowers. Ijalana is a 6’5”, 
250-pound tight end from the JUCO ranks. He didn’t tear it up at Pierce College, but his size and ability catapulted 

Tyler WorshamFeature
him to the 46th spot in ESPN’s JUCO Top 50. His work ethic and dedication are his selling points, and it appears 
that he will likely log some minutes in this year’s scrimmage. 

Flowers is a 6’3”, 215-pound fullback from San Antonio, Texas, who will act as an all-purpose back for the 
Sooners, much like the former Sooners workhorse and team captain Trey Millard. Flowers has the ability to catch 
the pass, run or block, racking up over 1,500 all-purpose yards and 22 touchdowns during the 2013 season. The 
Oklahoma backfield will need all the help they can get, following the departures of Brennan Clay and Millard, 
and Flowers figures to play early and often in the offense with fellow backs Keith Ford and freshman Joe Mixon.

Mixon is a 6’2” 215-pound running back from Oakley, California, who many revere as the best back in the nation. 
He had 1,700 rushing yards his senior season and figures to vie for playing time with Keith Ford, a former highly 
touted recruit from Cypress, Texas, now in his sophomore year. Ford didn’t get many chances last season at the RB 
position, but in his 23 carries he amassed an average of 5.8 yards. Undoubtedly that’s a small sample size, but 
with his ability to produce yardage, and his size and vertical speed, the backfield looks to be as bruising as ever 
this year. Flowers and Ford will most likely be the backs on display for the University of Oklahoma Spring Football 
Game presented by U.S. Fleet Tracking, with Mixon arriving to campus in the fall. 

On the defensive end the Sooners didn’t change things up too much, though they did manage to add Devante 
Bond, the seventh ranked OLB from Sierra College and fourth early enrollee to OU, who racked up 77 tackles in 
11 games and 17 sacks with three fumble recoveries. Last season saw the emergence of Eric Striker and Dominique 
Alexander at the position, but many believe that Bond will find his way onto the field for the Spring Game.

Nevertheless, whether you’re trying to get a glimpse of the incoming talent for the Sooners or you simply want a 
great activity for the whole family, check out the University of Oklahoma Spring Football Game presented by U.S. 
Fleet Tracking. Kickoff is set for 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 12 at the Gaylord Family Oklahoma Memorial Stadium. 
Season ticket holders will receive access to free tickets for the game, as well as an opportunity to sit in their usual 
seats. Current OU students can get free admission by showing their OU ID at the gate the day of the event. Sooner 
Kids Club members and children under five will also be admitted free of charge.

Tickets can be found online at a link on the Sooner Sports 
website or by calling the OU Athletics Ticket Office at (405) 
325-2424 or toll free at (800) 456-4668. The price for a 
single ticket is $5, until April 9, when the price increases to 
$10. So buy them while they’re cheap!

The OU Spring Game presented by U.S. Fleet Tracking will 
feature the third annual Big Boomer BBQ, where fans can enjoy 
live music and amusement park rides while chowing down on 
some hickory-smoked hunks of meat. The OU Spring Sale will 
also be back this year, featuring local vendors selling officially 
licensed OU gear at dramatically reduced prices. 

All of the seating for the game is general admission, so if 
you want to be close to the action, be sure to get there early 
to have time to check out all of the events before the action 
starts. All normal game day policies as far as bags and other 
permissible items will be in place, so leave your kayaks and 
medieval swords outside. Parking will be free at all lots around 
campus, so if you’re looking to make a day of it, why not stop 
by the men’s baseball field at 4 p.m. as they host Texas at 
Mitchell Park.  
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